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Answer the questions.
1 Do you like reading? How often/when do you read?

I like reading. I always read before I go to sleep at night.
2 What’s your favourite book?
3 Have you ever written …?
a a poem b song lyrics c a short story
Read about a book by a young author. Complete the details.

1
2
3
4
5
6

Title: The Eyes of a King
Author: …
Publication date: …
Publisher: …
Main character: …
Genre: …

BOOKS

2

When Catherine Banner published her ﬁrst novel, The Eyes of a King, in the summer of 2008, people
called her the next J.K. Rowling. Catherine was nineteen at the time but she started writing the novel
when she was only fourteen.
She wrote the book in her spare time and made notes between school lessons. When she ﬁnished the
book she went to a book festival in Cambridge, where she lived with her parents. She met a literary
agent and asked him, ‘Do you think at sixteen I’m too young to start writing seriously?’
The agent asked Catherine to send him her novel. She then signed a deal with Random House
publishers.
Catherine says, ‘I don’t think you are ever too young to start writing if you have a story you want to tell.
The most important thing that I try to do is to write about characters that I really care about.’
The Eyes of a King is the story of Leo North, a ﬁfteen-year-old teenager living in the ﬁctional country of
Malonia. One day he ﬁnds a mysterious black book in the snow and his adventure begins.
Catherine isn’t the only young fantasy writer to be compared with J.K. Rowling. Christopher Paolini
started writing his Eragon trilogy when he was ﬁfteen. The ﬁrst part of his story about a boy and a
dragon was published in 2003 and became a ﬁlm in 2006.

3

Answer the questions.
1 When did the author write the book?

In her spare time and between lessons.
2 How did she find a publisher?
3 How long did it take to write the book?

4 What’s the most important thing for her
when she’s writing?
5 Where’s the story set?
6 What’s it about?
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Complete the sentences with words from
the article.
1 It isn’t always easy to publish a book.
2 A good place to see new books and meet
authors is at a … .
3 A person responsible for representing an
author is called a … .
4 If you’re lucky, a publisher will offer you a
….
5 The people in a book are called the … .
6 A … is a story in three separate books.

uest
•

Find three more facts about The Eyes of
a King or Eragon.

•

Find three more facts about one of the
writers.

Be a critic

1

Listen to Mark and Sarah. Match them with the correct pictures.

1

2

Listen again and complete the
sentences.

2

4

Mark
1 I was expecting it to be really boring.
2 It was … amazing.
3 I really … the music.
4 The … … about it was the choreography.

5
Listen and repeat the sentences from
exercise 2.

Complete the description with words
and phrases from exercise 2. Then listen
and check.
Two weeks ago I went to see the musical
Mamma Mia! with my parents. I don’t really
like musicals, so I wasn’t (1) expecting it to be
very good, but I (2) … it a lot. I (3) … the story
a little slow, but I (4) … the dancing was good.
The (5) … … about it was the music, though.
The songs are all by the 1970s pop group Abba,
and they’re (6) … brilliant. In fact, I bought a
CD of Abba’s greatest hits at the weekend.

Sarah
5 … … it’s great.
6 I … the Harry Potter books were better.
7 I … this book a little slow.
8 I … … by the ending.

3

3

Think of a book, film, concert or
performance. Make notes on your
opinion. Then tell a partner.

I went to see …/I read …
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